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This week has been another exciting and positive one in school, with many fantastic moments to
celebrate.

On Wednesday, we had a very successful Governors’ visit, which gave them a valuable
opportunity to see our school in action. They spent time observing lessons, talking to staff, and
most importantly, listening to the children. It was wonderful to hear our pupils speak so
enthusiastically about their learning. They shared that they feel they can focus more in lessons
because the school is calm and settled, which is helping them to make great progress. They also
spoke about how much they enjoy receiving character coins as recognition for their positive
behaviour and learning. Hearing them talk so warmly about the kindness of the adults in school
was particularly special, as we always strive to create a supportive and nurturing environment.

The children also provided thoughtful feedback on their learning, expressing a desire for more
time to practise new skills and spend longer on certain aspects of the curriculum. Their voices are
incredibly important to us, and we will certainly take this into consideration as we continue to
develop our teaching and learning strategies. The Governors were delighted to see first-hand the
impact of the work that Senior Leaders have been sharing with them in meetings, reinforcing the
positive direction we are taking as a school.

Another highlight of the week was World Book Day, which was thoroughly enjoyable for both
children and staff. The effort put into costumes was incredible, and the parade was a particular
highlight of the day. It was wonderful to see such enthusiasm for reading and storytelling across
the school.

Looking ahead, we are excited to be sharing our plans for new lunchtime activities on the Junior
playground with the children in the coming weeks. These changes will provide more
opportunities for children to take part in a variety of sports and enjoy being physically active.
While this does mean some adjustments to football on the playground, it will allow many more
children to get involved in different activities, which will be fantastic for both their physical and
mental health. We are committed to ensuring that all children have opportunities to be active
and engaged during their break times.

T U B B E N D E N  P R I M A R Y
S C H O O L

Tubbenden Safeguarding Team

The Safeguarding Team is led by Mrs Brady and also includes Ms Taylor, Miss Webber,
Mrs Brown, Miss Belinfantie, Mr Casey and Mrs Dingwall so that we can tailor the support
needed if a concern arises. If you have any safeguarding concerns that you want to
discuss with the team you can contact them securely via email: dsltps@solamat.co.uk



   News from Year 1

  School Council Trip to the Houses of Parliament

  National Book Token Competition

  Year 5 Flatbread Making

  Year 1 Author Visit

Year 5 developed their skills in making flatbread
by kneading the dough, rolling it out, and adding
ingredients to create the perfect flatbread.

Mrs Chhatwal

The School Council had a fantastic day last week visiting
the Houses of Parliament. They were given a guided tour
around the Palace of Westminster, and learnt so much
about how laws are made. After the tour they were given
the amazing opportunity to have a Q & A session with our
MP Gareth Bacon. The School Council tested his knowledge
on the Houses of Parliament and asked thoughtful
questions on how he became an MP. It was an incredible
day and the School Council were a credit to our school. 

Mrs Philpott

National Book Tokens are running a competition to win money for both the child entering and
their school by designing a ‘Gift Card’. The first prize winner will win £350 of book tokens for their
school and £100 of book tokens for themselves! 

On World Book Day, children had the option to start their designs in school. Those children who
want to enter the competition can bring their designs home to be sent off, if you are happy for
them to do so. Please send entries to:

World Book Day Design a National Book Token Competition
Book Tokens Ltd.
6 Bell Yard
London
WC2A 2JR

For more information about the competition please click on the link below:
https://www.worldbookday.com/competition/design-a-nbt/

If for any reason the template does not make it home, or children wish to redo their designs,
please also find the template attached to the newsletter email.

Good luck! Miss Hallums, Phonics and Reading Lead

Year 1 were very excited to meet the author Kate Hall. She is passionate
about spreading the important message of reducing food waste, and
children learnt how home freezing can help. The children have enjoyed
reading her book 'The Magic Pause Button' in class and were very lucky
to get a preview of her second book 'Mum's Magic Freezer Stash'. They
shared their favourite parts and learnt how an author writes a book and
who illustrates it. A huge thank you to Kate Hall for inspiring our children
not only to read and write stories, but also to try new foods!

Mrs Nash



 Access to School Office and Reception Area

  Inter-Faith Assemblies at Tubbenden

We have noticed that the office area can become very busy in the mornings, with a growing
number of parental enquiries, children arriving late, and access to clubs and sensory circuits. At
these times, the space can quickly become crowded, making it challenging for everyone to
move through smoothly. We are also mindful that some children may find this overwhelming as
they wait to enter the school.

To help ease congestion and ensure all children can get to their classrooms quickly and calmly,
we kindly ask for your support with the changes outlined below. As always, we truly appreciate
your cooperation in helping us create the best possible start to the school day for all our children.
Thank you for your understanding.

Office opening times for face to face enquiries

From 8:30 to 9:00am, access to the school building via the school office will be for children
and staff only.
To support ease of access, the school office will not open until 9:00am for face to face
enquiries from parents and carers.
If you need to speak to a member of the office team in person please wait outside the
double doors to the office until this time. 
Alternatively you may find it more convenient to contact the school office via email. 

Children who arrive late for school
There has been a considerable increase in the number of children arriving late. To help
streamline the process, reduce delays and increase safety, children who arrive late will now be
met at the office door by a member of staff and taken to sign themselves in.

Morning clubs change of drop-off point
Please note that children attending some of our morning clubs will now need to wait outside the
door to the small hall to be collected by the club leader at the appropriate club start time.
The clubs that will be affected are as follows:
Yoga Bees
Street Dance

Sensory Circuits start time: 8:30am 
We would kindly ask that you wait with your child outside the double doors to the office for
Sensory Circuits to begin.

A member of staff will come and collect your child at the appropriate time.

At Tubbenden we find out about all religions and world
views in our RE lessons. We also have special assemblies
about each of these faiths. We have recently had
assemblies about Ramadan and Holi. These assemblies
really brought alive the celebrations that occur at this
time of year. One of our pupils stopped me after the
Ramadan assembly and thanked me as it helps her
friends understand her faith. Our annual Holi assembly
is also a favourite with all our pupils as it is a lot of fun!

Mrs Ringham (RE and Collective Worship Lead)



 Amazon Wish Lists

Thank you to everyone who has purchased items from our Amazon Wishlists. The lists are still
available and are constantly being updated. Even a small gift can make such a difference to
the teaching and learning in classrooms. 

Reception https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/ITB6WE6VABUS?ref_=wl_share

Year1 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2B4GJCFMT4BB7?ref_=wl_share

Year 2 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1Z8T4W6O4Z928?ref_=wl_share

Year 3 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/ZNA2FSWV5GOY?ref_=wl_share

Year4 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2MGDMRE55094I?ref_=wl_share

Year 5 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2GUIU8FROQIAE?ref_=wl_share

Year 6 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3JZ6DIV0K7KDB?ref_=wl_share

ARP https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1VMC1LN99Q5IP?ref_=wl_share

Tubbenden Noticeboard 

Vacancies
For information about current vacancies for cross-Trust roles within the South Orpington Learning
Trust, please click on the following link: https://solamat.co.uk/News/Vacancies

Forgotten Items

Please be reminded that

the School Office will no

longer be accepting

forgotten items, with the

exception of essential items

(medication and glasses).

Change of Usual Collection Arrangements
Where possible, we request that parents and carersemail the School Office by 12.00pm to inform us ofany change to your child’s usual collectionarrangements. We cannot guarantee that messagessent after this time will reach the teacher beforecollection time.

We do appreciate that this may not always bepossible, for instance, in the case of an unexpectedevent or emergency. In the case of an unavoidablelast-minute change to collection arrangements (after12.00pm), please call the School Office.

  Leia’s Hair Donation to the Little Princess Trust

We would like to share the inspiring story of Leia from Year 5, who recently cut 14 inches of her hair
to donate to the Little Princess Trust, a charity that creates wigs for children facing health
challenges that may result in loss of hair. Leia has been growing her hair since she was just 3 years
old, and after six years, has decided to cut and donate it. She has also raised over £1000 to
support the charity’s incredible work. If you would like to support Leia in her fundraising, the link to
her Just Giving page is as follows:
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sophie-lindsay-5?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL

We are very proud of Leia here at Tubbenden, and we celebrate her kind act of giving hair and
hope to children with cancer. 

Miss Webber
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