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The Christmas holidays are here and I would like to take a moment to reflect on what has been a
joyful and bustling festive period here at Tubbenden. It has been heartwarming to see the smiles
and excitement across our community as we’ve celebrated together in so many special ways.

The Christmas Fair was a fantastic success, bringing families together in support of our school, and I
must extend my gratitude to the TFA for their tireless efforts in organising such a wonderful event.

I thoroughly enjoyed the Christmas Concert and it could not have happened without the hard
work of the TFA and Mr Mackintosh. Our Year 5 production and the nativity performances by our
younger children were truly magical, showcasing the talent and enthusiasm of our children. The
Junior Carol Concert filled the air with festive cheer, and the visiting pantomime from Tickled Pink
Theatre Company brought laughter and delight to all. Of course, the class parties added that
extra sparkle to the season and our children from the Additionally Resourced Provision enjoyed a
relaxed performance of the Snow White pantomime at Churchill Theatre. 

I would like to say a special thank you to the parents who organised the Christmas cracker
donations from Tesco and the Daylight Inn in Petts Wood and TFA who funded the remainder. It
made the Christmas lunch a special event for the children and our Tubbenden team. 

We concluded this week with our Candlelight Assembly, led by Year 4. This cherished tradition is a
poignant reminder of the warmth and togetherness that defines our school community.

Miss Webber and I would like to thank you all for the warm welcome we have received this term. It
has been a privilege to join such a vibrant and supportive school, and we are excited about the
opportunities that Spring term will bring. I also want to extend my heartfelt thanks to our dedicated
school team for their hard work and unwavering commitment to our children.

As we celebrate this special season, let us take a moment to cherish the time we have with loved
ones and reflect on the gratitude that this brings. For those who may be missing someone dear to
them this Christmas, please know you are in our thoughts.

Wishing you all a restful and joyful holiday. We look forward to welcoming the children back on
Tuesday 7th January, ready for another exciting term of learning and growth.

The Safeguarding Team is led by Mrs Brady and also includes Ms Taylor, Miss Webber, Mrs Brown,
Miss Belinfantie, Mr Casey and Mrs Dingwall so that we can tailor the support needed if a concern
arises. If you have any safeguarding concerns that you want to discuss with the team you can
contact them securely via email: dsltps@solamat.co.uk
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   News from Year 1

   Update from the Chair of Governors

  Have you talked PANTS yet?

It’s hard to believe Christmas is around the corner, another term has flown by!

The governors at Tubbenden have been meeting and supporting the new leadership team as
they settle into their roles and take time to shape the priority areas for the school moving
forward. Ms Taylor and Miss Webber are now familiar faces within the school community,
bringing fresh eyes and ideas to the opportunities and possibilities we have within Tubbenden.
We know that changes brought in can feel unsettling, but as a school we must respond to the
needs of our community and these will alter over time. 

We would like to thank Sara Berkeley-Hill, who has been one of our staff governors and has
recently stepped down from the role.  We are now a board of five and are currently looking
to bring in two new co-opted governors. If you know of someone who is not a parent/carer at
the school and may be interested in the role please ask them to contact me, Becky Casey -
chairtps@solamat.co.uk 

As always fundraising efforts have been magnificent with our wonderful TFA raising close to
£10k from the Christmas Fair and Fireworks Night alone. Thank you to Katie, Nicola and the
whole team, including all the volunteers, who help to make the magic happen. The ARP have
also been busy raising money to support the development of their outside space and again
the generosity of staff, parents and carers within the school community has been
extraordinary. 

Looking forward, we will have our governor day in school in March, a highlight of our year,
and the opportunities that will start to open up as the merger with Inicio moves into the next
phase. 

On behalf of the governors I would like to thank all the staff, parents, carers, and of course the
children, the success of Tubbenden is a joint effort.  

We hope that you all have a very enjoyable break. 

Becky and all the Tubbenden Governors

Please take a few minutes to look at the resource below and talk to your children about it:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/

This is a resource that we use regularly at school to help children learn about privacy and
consent. 

P- Privates are private 
A- Always remember your body belongs to you
N- No means no
T- Talk about secrets that upset you
S- Speak up, someone can help

There is a song highlighting the PANTS rule for children, PANTS guides,
and also support with other concerns including online safety. 

Thank you for your continued support, Mrs Brady
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   News from Year 1

  DT in Year 4

  Year 5 Christmas Production

  Keep Your Child Well This Winter

Amazon Wish Lists

Reception https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/ITB6WE6VABUS?ref_=wl_share

Year1 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2B4GJCFMT4BB7?ref_=wl_share

Year 2 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1Z8T4W6O4Z928?ref_=wl_share

Year 3 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/ZNA2FSWV5GOY?ref_=wl_share

Year4 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2MGDMRE55094I?ref_=wl_share

Year 5 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2GUIU8FROQIAE?ref_=wl_share

Year 6 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3JZ6DIV0K7KDB?ref_=wl_share

ARP https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1VMC1LN99Q5IP?ref_=wl_share

We continued to be overwhelmed by the response to our Amazon Wish Lists. Thank you to
everyone who has purchased items. The lists are still available and can be accessed via the
links below. Even a small gift can make such a difference to the teaching and learning in
classrooms. 

This term, Year 4 have completed a DT unit on Food
and Nutrition. We studied what exactly is in our food
and created new recipes that reduced the fat,
sugar and additives in our food. With the help of our
parent helpers, we baked pizza, bread rolls and
biscuits that were still yummy but much better for us.

Mrs Kentish 

On Thursday 5th and Friday 6th December, Year 5 performed their
Christmas show ‘How Christmas Came To Be’. All of the children
worked incredibly hard, learning lines, practising songs, finding
costumes and learning their cues. It was truly fantastic, and the
Year 5 team could not be any prouder of them! Well done Year 5!

Mrs Gill, Mrs Antoniou, Mrs Chhatwal and Miss Russell

A new Bromley guide for parents and carers has been published this year,
to help keep children well over winter. It includes lots of advice about
managing illness at home, when to seek medical advice and which services
to use. It also provides advice on when to keep children off school/nursery
and for how long. The guide is available online here:

One-Bromley-Keep-Your-Child-Well-This-Winter-2024-25.pdf 
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Infant Library - Volunteer Request

Tubbenden Noticeboard 

Vacancies
For information about current vacancies for cross-Trust roles within the South Orpington Learning
Trust, please click on the following link: https://solamat.co.uk/News/Vacancies

Our School Day

Please be reminded that gates will be

opened at the following times for

morning drop-off:

Infants (Sandy Bury): 8.35-8.50am

Juniors (Tubbenden Lane): 8.40-8.55am

School Office Opening Hours

8.30am-4.00pm

We would love to start library sessions for our Reception children from the spring
term, but we need your help! If you would like to help run a library session
regularly for the Reception children, we are currently in need of three volunteers;
one on Tuesdays, two on Wednesdays from 1.15-3.15pm. If you would be
interested in one of these roles, please email the office for more information on
officetps@solamat.co.uk. We will need to undertake a DBS for you.

Supporting Children Who May Find Christmas Overwhelming
Christmas can be a difficult time for children and young people who struggle with changes to
routine, crowds and noise. The festive period can be overwhelming for children with
additional needs such as Autism, ADHD, sensory issues or a range of other special educational
needs. If you have a child with special educational needs, you may find the resources
accompanying the newsletter helpful in the weeks ahead.

Mrs Brown

Is my child too ill for school?
Please be reminded that if your child has one episodeof vomiting and/or diarrhoea they should stay off schoolfor a minimum of 24 hours. For multiple episodes,children should be kept at home for 48 hours after thelast episode.

 Sometimes it can be tricky to decide whether to keepyour child off school or nursery. To help you decide, youcan check the following page of the NHS website:https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-forschool/utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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