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I’m always amazed by how quickly the academic years fly by. By July, it is notable how much
the children have grown both academically and socially. Alongside that, we can’t all quite fit
in the assembly hall as comfortably!

Our Year 6 children will be saying farewell on Wednesday, and it has been a pleasure to see
how much they have enjoyed the last few weeks of term. It is tricky to keep going after the
expectations of “SATs week” followed by the excitement of their residential trip, but they have
done really well to remain kind, positive and engaged. I have yet to see their production but
have enjoyed hearing their rehearsals from the hall; I always try to avoid spoilers so that I can
enjoy the final show as much as the parents and carers. It is at those times that you see how
ready they are for the next phase of their journey, and I usually can’t hold back a tear.

In September, the school community went through a huge change with the start of a
completely new leadership team, and there have been bumps in the road. I have really
appreciated the support and kindness of parents and carers who have welcomed me. They
have shared some really helpful insights into Tubbenden, and we are committed to taking
these forward while maintaining the balance to meet the needs of all children. We continue to
be supported by our new Trust and our local Governing Board. Our Chair of Governors, Becky
Casey, will be stepping down after four years of invaluable service, and Steve Taylor will be
taking over the role. It was great to have both at our Annual Academy Review to create a
strong and positive handover.

There are other farewells to share: Mrs Chhatwal will be moving to The Highway, Mrs Bonner will
be moving on to further her career as a Higher Level Teaching Assistant, and Mrs Constable
has decided to pursue other adventures. I would like to thank them for their commitment and
care for the children, and wish them the best for the future.

It has been a pleasure to get to know and work alongside the TFA; the time and energy that
they give to organise their wonderful events is impressive, and they are instrumental in creating
the sense of community within the school. Thank you to Katie Spreadbury for her service as
Chair of the TFA, and to Lucy Hole-Thomas, who will be taking over in September. Their
fundraising is having a significant impact on moving our plans forward; there will be an
exciting installation over the holidays, and the classrooms will have new book corners when
the children return in September.

If I were to be asked what makes Tubbenden special, my response would be that it is a big
school with a small-school sense of community.

I wish you a restful holiday and look forward to seeing you all in September.



   News from Year 1

         From the Chair of Governors 

To all our Tubbenden families,

It's been a busy summer term for the whole school and as Governors we have had the
pleasure of supporting various events. In May we were present for the Year 6 SATs, an annual
role for Governors to ensure compliance for these statutory tests. We were delighted to see
parent helpers coming on board this year and of course huge credit goes to all the staff and
children involved, there was a real sense of calm throughout the week which in turn helped
those children who find these times difficult. The Rights Respecting Festival in June was an
exciting taster of what is to come in this important area of development for the school,
congratulations to Miss Webber on the months of planning and I look forward to hearing
about what's to come next.

I recently attended the TFA's AGM to acknowledge the huge impact they have on the school
and also to say thank you to Katie Spreadbury who has stepped down as Chair after four
years in the role. The committee have been dedicated, creative and ambitious and continue
to raise an incredible sum of money every year for the school. The TFA is a constant at the
heart of the school community and as Governors we celebrate this in our meetings. Huge
thanks to Katie for volunteering so much of her time and to Lucy Hole-Thomas for stepping up
to be Chair moving forwards. 

We are now part of the Inicio Trust and this brings with it new opportunities and shared
learning. Some of the Governors attended the recent Trust Day for the primary schools, hosted
by Tubbenden; there was a real buzz around the school, quite an achievement on a very hot
day towards the end of a long term! Through our Chair of Governors meetings over the past
year there has been a very clear message that although we are in a Trust of twelve schools
we are still Tubbenden with our own unique identity and strong community. Having a local
Governing Board remains key to this identity and with that in mind we are delighted to
welcome two new local co-opted Governors, Sangita Chowdhury and Rick Das. 
 
This will be my last newsletter update as I'm stepping down from my Governor role after five
years on the board. Our youngest son is moving on to Secondary school so it feels like the right
time to take a step back and let someone else have a go! It has been a pleasure getting to
know Ms Taylor and Miss Webber over the past year and seeing the new senior leadership
team in action. Change can be unsettling but the team's vision for the school is ambitious and
most importantly has the children at the heart of it. Thank you to all the staff for your hard
work, enthusiasm and adaptability and thank you of course to all the children, you have been
the highlight of our visits.

I'm delighted to say that you're in very good hands moving forward as one of our current Vice
Chairs and parent Governor, Steve Taylor, will step into the role. I know that he is invested in
supporting the school to continue to be the thriving community that we all cherish and he has
written a few words below.

Enjoy your summer breaks and look after Mr Casey and Boots for me!

Becky Casey - Outgoing Chair of Governors



   News from Year 1

 

    

Over the past 18 months as a parent Governor, it’s been a privilege to see just how much
care, energy, and dedication goes into making our school such a special place. This year has
been full of exciting developments, and I’ve been constantly impressed by how hard the staff
work to give our children the very best opportunities.

I’m really looking forward to continuing to support the school and being part of its journey as it
continues to grow and thrive.

A huge thank you to all the staff for everything you’ve done this year—I hope you have a
lovely summer break!

And finally, I’d like to say a special thank you to Becky Casey for her incredible commitment as
Chair and parent Governor over the past five years. Her leadership and support have made a
lasting difference.

Steve Taylor - Current Vice Chair of Governors and Chair from September 2025

   

You can contact them securely via email: dsltps@solamat.co.uk

From the Chair of Governors 

Safeguarding Team 

Sports Day 

We all enjoyed Sports Day this year. The children showed respect
and excellent teamwork. Years 5 and 6 were able to run the long-
distance race in waves and we were all impressed by how many
children took part. We saw real grit and determination. 

Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended. You really
made the atmosphere, along with the TFA refreshments and fresh
croissants from Crofton Bakery!



  Learn a Musical Instrument at Tubbenden

  From the TFA

On Friday 11th July, we were lucky enough to have a performance in assembly from our flute
teacher, Miss Reed, and our clarinet/saxophone teacher, Mr Lyons, and some of their talented
students. 

At Tubbenden, we have many instruments that children can take lessons on:

- Brass (Trumpet, trombone, French horn, tuba)                                          - Guitar
- Woodwind (Flute, oboe, clarinet, saxophone, bassoon)                          - Drums
- Strings (Violin, viola, cello, double bass)                                                      - Singing
- Piano

Unlike most other schools, we also welcome children of any ability on an orchestral instrument
(brass, woodwind and strings) straight into our orchestra, so they can play music with others
straight away!

To apply for lessons, use this link: https://bymt.eepos.fi/#/forms
Next to 'Instrumental and Singing Lessons', select Open Form, and then fill in the details.

Please note that Tubbenden Primary School do not arrange or provide the instrumental/vocal
lessons, but simply host them throughout the school day. Any queries related to the lessons and
applications must therefore go to Bromley School Music Trust.

Kind regards,
Mr. Mackintosh

                     From the Travel Explorer Ambassadors

This week our Year 5 TEA's and School Council representatives had the opportunity
to try out speed guns! They used the speed guns to create a tally of cars speeding,
but were also monitoring other safety rules such as wearing a seatbelt. It was a
brilliant experience for the children to think about road safety and how we can
encourage more caution, especially around school areas. 

What a year it has been for the TFA! We raised an incredible £27,000 and have supported the
school with a huge range of projects. If you didn't manage to watch our celebratory video, with
all the information on what we've raised and what we've spent it on, be sure to follow the link! It's
a really wholesome way to spend a minute of your time and celebrate the incredible work our
community does for our children.

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DL-C3obKmrX/?igsh=OWE1eXFsd3p2bXhk

This year we bid a fond but emotional farewell to Katie, who has been on the committee for six
years, four of those as chair. Her dedication and commitment to fundraising has resulted in more
than £100,000 being raised during that time. She has rebuilt our school community post COVID
and leaves a committee with a record number of members. Her passion, creativity and
determination to raise as much money as possible is incredible and the whole community would
love to say a huge thank you, not only to Katie but also to her incredible family, who have
supported her throughout her journey.

Katie, we will miss you loads but rest assured, the committee is in safe hands!

From each and every child, family and member of staff at Tubbenden - thank you! 

https://bymt.eepos.fi/#/forms
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DL-C3obKmrX/?igsh=OWE1eXFsd3p2bXhk


                                Diary Dates for 2025/2026

Thank you to everyone who has purchased items from our Amazon Wishlists. The lists are still
available and are constantly being updated. Even a small gift can make such a difference to
the teaching and learning in classrooms. 

  Amazon Wish Lists    

  Key Stage 2 Stationery Packs

In Key Stage 2 (Year Groups 3-6), we encourage children to provide and take responsibility for their
own stationery, which not only promotes independence but also prepares them for secondary
school. In light of this, we are pleased to provide an opportunity for families to take advantage of
bulk purchasing at the school.

We are offering 2 different stationery packs for you to purchase:

Starter Pack (£9)                                                     Top-Up Pack (£5)
1 x clear plastic 32cm pencil case                       1 x Pritt Stick 42g
1 x 30cm ruler                                                          2 x blue handwriting pens
1 x scissors (choice of left or right handed)         2 x black handwriting pens
1 x Pritt Stick 42g                                                      2 x HB pencils
2 x blue handwriting pens                                     2 x whiteboard markers
2 x black handwriting pens                                   1 x eraser
2 x HB pencils
2 x whiteboard markers
1 x eraser
12 set of coloured pencils

Reception https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/ITB6WE6VABUS?ref_=wl_share

Year1 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2B4GJCFMT4BB7?ref_=wl_share

Year 2 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1Z8T4W6O4Z928?ref_=wl_share

Year 3 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/ZNA2FSWV5GOY?ref_=wl_share

Year4 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2MGDMRE55094I?ref_=wl_share

Year 5 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2GUIU8FROQIAE?ref_=wl_share

Year 6 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3JZ6DIV0K7KDB?ref_=wl_share

ARP https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1VMC1LN99Q5IP?ref_=wl_share

Both the Starter Pack and Top-Up Pack are now available
to order via Arbor and will be delivered directly to your
child in their classroom following your purchase. Please note
that we are now taking orders for Year 2 children in
preparation for next year.

All dates that have so far been confirmed for the academic year 2025-
2026 can be found on our website here: 

https://www.tubbenden.bromley.sch.uk/School-Diary-and-Dates/
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