
Headteacher’s Message

NEWSLETTER

 Tubbenden Safeguarding Team

It has been a genuinely positive start to the term, and it has been a pleasure to see the school
settle so quickly back into its routines. Across the school, there has been a calm, purposeful
atmosphere, and I have been particularly struck by how well teams have come together to
support one another. That sense of teamwork has been especially evident in The Burrow, where
staff have created a warm, structured environment for the children.

I am delighted to formally welcome Mrs Lynch as the new leader of The Burrow. She brings a
strong commitment to inclusive practice and a clear understanding of the needs of the children in
our provision. We are very pleased to have her leading this important area of the school. Mrs
Lynch has spent her career working in specialist settings and has a wealth of knowledge and
experience to add to our SEND team. 

I would also like to share some wonderful personal news from our team. Miss Webber is expecting
a baby this summer. I am sure you will join me in congratulating her and wishing her all the very
best. As part of our planning for this, we are currently in the process of recruiting an additional
member of the Senior Leadership Team to join us during her absence, ensuring continued strength
and consistency in leadership across the school.

At lunchtimes, we have recently introduced the Tubbenden Wildlife Imagination Garden (TWIG) as
an additional space for children. This has been developed as a calm, imaginative play area, and
it has already made a noticeable difference for those children who benefit from a quieter, more
creative environment during the day.

Alongside this, we are very grateful to the TFA, who have invested further time and care into
improving the Junior playground. Their work has included the creation of a new stage area, giving
children even more opportunities for imaginative play, performance and creativity. It is a lovely
addition to the space and has been well used already.

In our assemblies this term, we will be focusing on themes around fresh starts, responsibility and the
choices we make each day. We will be encouraging children to think about how small, positive
decisions build strong habits over time, what it means to take responsibility when things go wrong,
and how we can show our school values in the way we treat others. As always, these messages
are rooted in helping children feel confident, reflective and ready to learn.
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The Safeguarding Team is led by Mrs Brady and also includes Ms Taylor, Miss Webber, Mrs Seal, Miss
Belinfantie, Mr Casey and Mrs Dingwall so that we can tailor the support needed if a concern
arises. If you have any safeguarding concerns that you want to discuss with the team you can
contact them securely via email: dsltps@iniciotrust.org



   News from Year 1

 From Year 3

 The Big Walk and Wheel 2026

 New Life in Reception

Before the Easter break, Year 3 visited Bromley Environmental Education
Centre at High Elms, where they learned about the functions of different parts
of plants, the role of minibeasts in ecosystems, including how insects help with
pollination, and decomposition. The children greatly enjoyed this hands-on
learning experience, with a particular highlight being the chance to hold
Shelley, the giant African land snail!

In art lessons, the children have worked in small groups to design and
create their own insect sculptures using wire and a variety of materials. They
explored different mediums, using textures and shapes to bring their
imaginative designs to life. The children showed excellent teamwork,
sharing ideas and supporting each other throughout the process.

Mrs Flood

A huge thank you to everyone who took part in the Big Walk and Wheel 2026 over the last two
weeks of the spring term. The total number of journeys Tubbenden recorded was 2,699. Our daily
average score was 49.27% and in our category of large primary schools, we came 525  out of
1174.

th

Prizes were awarded in assembly to classes who recorded the most journeys. The prizes were
sponsored by Livvy in Year 3, who raised money for road safety by having a bake sale. The winning
classes were:
1  Place - Excalibur Class recording 218 journeysst

2  Place - Arundel Class recording 215 journeysnd

3  Place - Hever Class recording 208 journeysrd

In Reception we have been caring for tadpoles, kindly
donated by a grandparent. The tadpoles are now big
enough to be released and this week we let them go in
our TWIG pond! Our TFA has kindly had this area safely
fenced off with a platform for the children to observe
from. The tadpoles swam off happily to explore their
new habitat. Hopefully we will have some frogs soon so
that the cycle can continue!

The Reception Team

Final results are still being processed and so we are awaiting
to see if we have won any of the prize draws.

Thanks again to everyone who took part, we hope you
enjoyed being more active on your way to school!

Mrs Philpott



 Tubbenden Noticeboard

Reception https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/ITB6WE6VABUS?ref_=wl_share

Year1 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2B4GJCFMT4BB7?ref_=wl_share

Year 2 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1Z8T4W6O4Z928?ref_=wl_share

Year 3 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/ZNA2FSWV5GOY?ref_=wl_share

Year4 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2MGDMRE55094I?ref_=wl_share

Year 5 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2GUIU8FROQIAE?ref_=wl_share

Year 6 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3JZ6DIV0K7KDB?ref_=wl_share

The Burrow https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1VMC1LN99Q5IP?ref_=wl_share

The Nest https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3MHCN2SCQ6MX7?ref_=list_d_wl_lfu_nav_4

 Amazon Wish Lists 

 Request for Considerate Parking

We are just a few days into the new term, but we have already received reports from neighbours
of blocked driveways and irresponsible parking causing traffic disruption and increased risk to
pupils, families and other motorists. Please ensure that vehicles are parked only in appropriate,
legal, and safe locations at all times:

Please do not park on the yellow road markings outside the school.
Please do not park on the corners of roads.
Please do not double park.

If your child walks to and from school by themselves, please continue to remind them about road
safety, ensuring that they pay attention and remain alert to traffic when crossing roads. It is
imperative that children do not walk along or cross the road while using their mobile phones.

Thank you for your co operation in helping to keep the area around our school safe for everyone.

Thank you to everyone who has purchased items from our Amazon Wishlists. The lists
are still available and are constantly being updated. Even a small gift can make
such a difference to the teaching and learning in classrooms. Thank you! 

A reminder from Ms Taylor

No football cards, trading cards or similar items

are to be brought into school. These have led to

disputes and fallouts, causing significant time

away from learning.

Fidget toys are not for general use and they are

only for children with an identified need, agreed

by the SEND team alongside the class teacher. In

such cases, they need to be purposeful and not

distracting, small, handheld and silent. Children

should not bring fidgets from home unless

agreed.

Naming of PropertyA quick reminder to please
ensure all items belonging to

your child are clearly named.
In the space of just one week,
we are already seeing lots of

lost items that we are unable to
reunite with their owners.
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