
Headteacher’s Message

NEWSLETTER

 Request for Considerate Parking

13 February 2026

T U B B E N D E N  P R I M A RY
S C H O O L

We are receiving increased reports from neighbours of blocked driveways and irresponsible
parking causing traffic disruption and increased risk to pupils, families and other motorists. Please
ensure that vehicles are parked only in appropriate, legal, and safe locations at all times:

Please do not park on the yellow road markings outside the school. 
Please do not park on the corners of roads. 
Please do not double park.

If your child walks to and from school by themselves, please continue to remind them about road
safety, ensuring that they pay attention and remain alert to traffic when crossing roads. It is
imperative that children do not walk along or cross the road while using their mobile phones.

Thank you for your co operation in helping to keep the area around our school safe for everyone.

We were delighted to receive a letter from the Secretary of State for Education congratulating the
school on the outcomes achieved by our disadvantaged pupils at the end of the last academic
year. Tubbenden’s results were recognised as being among the very strongest nationally which is a
significant achievement for both our children and our dedicated team.

Whilst performance measures never tell the whole story of a school, it is important to acknowledge
what this represents. It reflects the consistent care, high expectations and determination shown by
our team, and the resilience and effort of our children. We are particularly proud that this
recognition relates to disadvantaged pupils. Closing gaps and ensuring that background does not
determine success sits firmly within our values and our moral purpose as a school.

The letter also encouraged us to continue sharing effective practice with other schools and to
contribute to wider system leadership. We are proud to be part of a strong trust and local network,
and we will continue to work collaboratively to ensure that good practice benefits as many
children as possible, both within and beyond Tubbenden.

However, our focus remains unchanged. Outcomes matter, but so do character, belonging,
confidence and opportunity. We will continue to prioritise high standards, inclusion and ambition
for every child.

The Department for Education has strengthened its statutory guidance on mobile phone use in
schools. As a result, the Inicio Educational Trust has reviewed its policy and a revised version will be
published after Easter. A clear section on mobile phone use will also be included in our updated
Relationships and Behaviour Policy, which will be reissued next term. Our approach remains
focused on safeguarding, minimising disruption and ensuring that school is a calm, purposeful
environment for learning. Full details will be shared with families after Easter.

Due to recent staffing changes, the school office will no longer be open for drop-in visits after
3.45pm from the start of the new half term. If you need to contact the school after this time, please
do so by telephone or email and a member of the team will respond as soon as possible. Thank
you for your understanding as we manage this transition.

I wish you all a restful and enjoyable half term break. 



   News from Year 1

  Year 5's Great Debate

 NSPCC Number Day

 Tubbenden Safeguarding Team

 Year 3 Science Investigation

Last week, Year 5 became scientists, researchers and
debaters as they took part in ‘The Great Debate’.
Inspired by our class book, Curiosity: The Story of a
Mars Rover by Markus Motum, the children split into two
teams to explore the big question: 

Is there life on other planets? 

Pupils researched their ideas, carefully planned their
arguments and confidently shared their opinions with
the year group. They listened respectfully to different
viewpoints and showed great enthusiasm, teamwork
and curiosity. The children had a fantastic time and
learnt a great deal from one another.

Miss Eaglestone

On Friday 6 February, our Reception children proudly showed off
their number knowledge and skills during NSPCC Number Day.
Sportacus challenged them with a fun, maths-themed obstacle
course, which included hopscotch, counting body actions and
balances, jumping over numbered hurdles and throwing
beanbags into numbered targets.

The children also enjoyed singing their favourite number songs
and action rhymes and represented numbers in a variety of ways
using playdough, counters and dice patterns. In the afternoon,
they took part in Buddy’s Key Challenge, answering word
problems to collect the missing pieces.

A fantastic effort from everyone – what great Maths Stars you are! 

Mrs Nash

The Safeguarding Team is led by Mrs Brady and also includes Ms Taylor, Miss Webber, Mrs Seal, Miss
Belinfantie, Mr Casey and Mrs Dingwall so that we can tailor the support needed if a concern
arises. If you have any safeguarding concerns that you want to discuss with the team you can
contact them securely via email: dsltps@iniciotrust.org

This week in Science, Year 3 has been investigating how shadows
change. The children carried out a fair test to explore how the distance
between an object and a light source affects the height of its shadow.
Using torches, rulers and tape measures, they carefully measured both
the distance and the shadow size, recording their results in tables. The
pupils demonstrated excellent scientific skills by making predictions,
taking accurate measurements and presenting their findings clearly.
They discovered that as the object moves closer to the light source, the
shadow becomes larger. Well done, Year 3 scientists!

Mrs Flood



 Tubbenden Noticeboard

Reception https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/ITB6WE6VABUS?ref_=wl_share

Year1 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2B4GJCFMT4BB7?ref_=wl_share

Year 2 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1Z8T4W6O4Z928?ref_=wl_share

Year 3 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/ZNA2FSWV5GOY?ref_=wl_share

Year4 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2MGDMRE55094I?ref_=wl_share

Year 5 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2GUIU8FROQIAE?ref_=wl_share

Year 6 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3JZ6DIV0K7KDB?ref_=wl_share

The Burrow https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1VMC1LN99Q5IP?ref_=wl_share

The Nest https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3MHCN2SCQ6MX7?ref_=list_d_wl_lfu_nav_4

Thank you to everyone who has purchased items from our Amazon Wishlists. The lists
are still available and are constantly being updated. Even a small gift can make
such a difference to the teaching and learning in classrooms. Thank you! 

 Amazon Wish Lists 

Parents and Carers’ Evenings - Spring Term 2026

Please be advised of the following dates for our Parent/Carers’

Evenings in the Spring Term 2026:

· Tuesday 24 February : 4.00pm – 7.00pm

· Thursday 26 February : 4.00pm – 7.00pm

The meetings with teachers will be face to face.

The school is using Arbor to book appointments. This allows you

to choose your own appointment times with teachers. A

confirmation email will be sent to the person who is attending

the session. Please note that appointment slots last for 10

minutes.

Bookings will close on Monday 23 February at 7.00pm. Should

you need to make changes after this time please contact the 

School Office.

ATTENTION!
Please do NOT send yourchild into school with anyproducts containing nuts.We have children in theschool with severe nutallergies who may suffer ananaphylactic reaction ifthey are exposed to nuts.

World Book Day - Thursday 5 March 2026
This year, we will be inviting children to choose how they would like to represent their chosen

book character for the day (for more details, please refer to letter dated 10 February):
 They can dress up in costume as their chosen book character (as in previous years)

They can come to school in lounge wear with an iconic accessory that represents their
chosen character

Additionally (or alternatively), pupils can take part in a book-inspired craft project - create
your favourite book character from a lumpy potato!
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